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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 9 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pettey (U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2003/0014544). 

Referring to claim 1 , Pettey discloses a method for receiving first and second 
packets from first and second directions, respectively (see the bidirectional arrows, Fig. 
14 ref. sign 1410), comprising: 

segmenting (IBA link, Fig. 14 ref. sign 1410), but does not explicitly teach of 
segmenting first and second packets into one or more X blocks and one or more Y 
blocks , respectively; 

interleaving said X and Y blocks into a merged block stream in a merge order 
according to times when said X and Y blocks are received from a communication 
medium; and 

purging certain said X blocks from said merged block stream when an X purge 
pattern is identified within one of said certain X blocks, wherein said certain X blocks are 
said X blocks segmented from a certain one of said first packets. However, transaction 
queues are disclosed in (Fig. 14 ref. sign 1418) and discarding certain undesirable 
packets is disclosed in [0057, lines 10-13]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included 
to the invention of Pettey segmenting first and second packets into one or more X 
blocks and one or more Y blocks , respectively; 

interleaving said X and Y blocks into a merged block stream in a merge order 
according to times when said X and Y blocks are received from a communication 
medium; and 

purging certain said X blocks from said merged block stream when an X purge 
pattern is identified within one of said certain X blocks, wherein said certain X blocks are 
said X blocks segmented from a certain one of said first packets in order to utilize 
processing functions such as timing and windowing as suggested by Pettey [0132, lines 
15-17]. 

Referring to claim 9, Pettey discloses an apparatus (Fig. 14) for receiving first 
and second packets from first and second directions (see the bidirectional arrows, Fig. 
14 ref. sign 1410), but does not explicitly teach of the apparatus comprising: 

X and Y block sequencers for segmenting said first and second packets into one 
or more X blocks and one or more Y blocks, respectively; 

a block interleaver for interleaving said X and Y blocks into a merged block 
stream in a merge order according to times when said X and Y blocks are received from 
a communication medium; and 

a packet filter for purging certain said X blocks from said merged block stream 
when an X purge pattern is identified within one of said certain X blocks, wherein said 
certain X blocks are said X blocks segmented from a certain one of said first packets. 
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However, transaction queues are disclosed in (Fig. 14 ref. sign 1418) and discarding 
certain undesirable packets is disclosed in [0057, lines 10-13]. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have included to the invention of Pettey X and Y block sequencers for segmenting 
said first and second packets into one or more X blocks and one or more Y blocks, 
respectively; 

a block interleaver for interleaving said X and Y blocks into a merged block 
stream in a merge order according to times when said X and Y blocks are received from 
a communication medium; and 

a packet filter for purging certain said X blocks from said merged block stream 
when an X purge pattern is identified within one of said certain X blocks, wherein said 
certain X blocks are said X blocks segmented from a certain one of said first packets in 
order to utilize processing functions such as timing and windowing as suggested by 
Pettey [0132, lines 15-17]. 

Referring to claim 17, Pettey discloses a memory (Fig. 14 ref. sign 1404) for 
storing a representation of packets of multi-directional (see the bidirectional arrows, Fig. 
14 ref. sign 1410) communication traffic, but does not explicitly teach of the memory 
being a trace merge memory comprising: 

first addressable locations having data for X blocks of first direction packets of 
said bursts; and 
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second addressable locations having data for Y blocks of second direction 
packets of said bursts, said first addressable locations interspersed with said second 
addressable locations; wherein, 

addresses of said first and second addressable locations are ordered within the 
memory according to reception times of said X and Y blocks in said communication 
traffic. However, a physical interface of IBA symbols to a corresponding IBA link is 
disclosed in [0130, lines 7-9] and memory locations are disclosed in [0071, lines 13-16; 
0084, lines 7-18; 0090, lines 4-6]. Furthermore, the timed sequence of frames is 
disclosed in (Figures 3 and 12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included to the 
invention of Pettey the memory being a trace merge memory comprising: 

first addressable locations having data for X blocks of first direction packets of 
said bursts; and 

second addressable locations having data for Y blocks of second direction 
packets of said bursts, said first addressable locations interspersed with said second 
addressable locations; wherein, 

addresses of said first and second addressable locations are ordered within the 
memory according to reception times of said X and Y blocks in said communication 
traffic in order to keep track of reception times as suggested by Pettey [0066 and 01 18]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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3. Claims 2-8, 10-16 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamal A. Fox whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3143. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Seema Rao can be reached on (571 ) 272-31 74. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to 2600 Customer Service whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



or faxed to: 



(571 ) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 





Jamal A. Fox 



PATENT EXAMINER 
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